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SUBJECT: JAPANESE CONCERNS OVER POSSIBLE SOVIET ENVIRONMENTAL 
MODIFICATION (ENMOD) 

1 . FONOFF DISARMAMENT ACTING DIVDIR YAMADA CALLED IN EMBOFF 
MAY 13 TO DISCUSS "UNOFFICIALLY AND INFORMALLY" POSSIBLE 
SOVIET ACTIONS IN SAKHALIN AREA WHICH MIGHT AFFECT JAPANESE 
ENVIRONMENT. YAMADA EXPLAINED THAT RECENT ISSUE OF JAPANESE 
WEEKLY HAD REPORTED THAT THROUGH SOME FORM OF LAND 
RECLAMATION, SOVIETS WERE ENGAGED IN CONNECTING SAKHALIN 
ISLAND WITH MAINLAND, THUS CLOSING MAMIYA STRAIT (TATARSKII 
PROLIV). ARTICLE HAD NOT RECEIVED POPULAR ATTENTION. BUT HAD 
BEEN PICKED UP BY FONOFF ENMOD SPECIALISTS. 

2. YAMADA NOTED THAT RELIABILITY OF ARTICLE MIGHT BE 
DUBIOUS. FONOFF COULD NOT IGNORE POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER, 

INASMUCH AS IMPLICATIONS FOR JAPAN MIGHT BE QUITE SERIOUS 
SHOULD SOVIETS BE ACTUALLY ENGAGED IN SUCH PROJECT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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YAMADA OBSERVED THAT CLOSURE OF MAMIYA STRAIT COULD 
DIVERT PARTICULAR COLD-WATER CURRENTS FROM SEA OF 
JAPAN WITH UNFORESEEN ECOLOGICAL RESULTS. HE 
NOTED THAT "UNDERSTANDINGS" RELATED TO ARTICLE II 
OF ENMOD CONVENTION SPECIFICALLY LISTED "CHANGES 
IN OCEAN CURRENTS" AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION 
TECHNIQUE. 
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3. YAMADA SAID THAT BECAUSE OF TENTATIVE NATURE OF 
EVIDENCE THUS FAR AVAILABLE, MATTER OF POSSIBLE 
MAMIYA STRAITS CLOSURE HAD NOT BEEN WIDELY 
DISCUSSED EVEN WITHIN FONOFF. GIVEN PRESENT STATE 
OF JAPANESE-SOVIET RELATIONS, HE WAS PARTICULARLY 
CONCERNED THAT HIS OFFICE NOT SOUND ANY ALARM 
WHICH MIGHT PROVE TO BE FALSE. IN THIS REGARD, HE 
ASKED "ON AN UNOFFICIAL BASIS" WHETHER USG HAD ANY 
KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH SOVIET PROJECT ON SAKHALIN. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY WILL POUCH TO DEPARTMENT 
TRANSLATION OF MAGAZINE ARTICLE AS SOON AS 
AVAILABLE. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION OR 
COMMENT ON REPORTED SAKHALIN PROJECT THAT MIGHT BE 
PASSED TO YAMADA. 

SHOESMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ENVIRONMENT, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, STRAITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-May-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TOKYO07076 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 70-0593 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770559/aaaabypn.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: af95a494-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ACDA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2525200 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JAPANESE CONCERNS OVER POSSIBLE SOVIET ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION (ENMOD) 

TAGS: PFOR, SENV, JA, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/af95a494-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



